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Regular Council Meeting

May 1, 2023

THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CROWN POINT
Met in a REGULAR MEETING in the Council Chambers
Located at 101 N. East Street
On Monday, May 1, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
Pursuant to and in accordance with the Rules of the Common Council

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89566850445

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Land called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

. ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Mayor Land asked for a roll call of Members. The call of the roll was as follows:

Members Present: Chad Jeffries, Council President Dawn Stokes, Andrew Kyres,
Laura Sauerman, Carol Drasga, Zack Bryan and Scott Evorik.

Absent: None

Also present were City Attorney David Nicholls, Clerk-Treasurer Dave Benson, and
Council Attorney Pat Schuster.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Regular Meeting on April 3,

2023.

Member Andrew Kyres made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular
Meeting held on April 3, 2023, seconded by Member Carol Drasga.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

. READING OF AGENDA

Mayor Land read the agenda.

- ADDITION OF NEW ITEMS TO THE AGENDA

None

. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS AND SRF DISTRIBUTIONS

Member Zack Bryan reported he had reviewed all Claims and SRF Distributions for
the period. He confirmed all appeared to be in the normal course of City business
and therefore moved to approve as presented, seconded by Council President Dawn
Stokes.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

. PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS

None

. SPECIAL RECOGNITION

None
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REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES

None

. |APPOINTMENTS

None

.[PRESENTATIONS

None

. |OLD AND DEFERRED BUSINESS

Resolution No. 2023-04-07R — A Confirmatory Resolution for the Designation of a

Tax Abatement Area for New Tax Abatement at 619 N. Indiana Ave. (Deferred from
April 3, 2023 for Public Hearing and Approval)

Attorney Benjamin Ballou with Hodges and Davis Law Firm was available via Zoom,
representing D & L Properties LLC. He stated the Declaratory Resolution was
previously passed, and he requested the Council pass Resolution No. 2023-04-07R
this evening so that they could begin construction on the new building at 619 N.
Indiana Ave.

Public Hearing opened.
No comments.
Public Hearing closed.

Council President Dawn Stokes made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-04-
07R, seconded by Member Laura Sauerman.

Member Chad Jeffries stated other properties built by D & L Properties LLC have
brought added value to Indiana Ave. Mr. Ligda explained that part of the reasoning
behind the construction of this building was he had purchased a contract for a
product currently being manufactured in China, which would bring manufacturing
back to the United States, here in Crown Point.

Motion passed 6-1.

Ordinance No. 2023-04-11 -An Ordinance Authorizing a Loan from the Water Utility
to the Wastewater Utility. (Second Reading)

Mayor Land stated Greg Guerrettaz with FSG was in attendance via Zoom to
answer any questions.

Member Zack Bryan made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-04-11, seconded
by Council President Dawn Stokes.

Roll call vote was as follows:

Ayes: Members Chad Jeffries, Council President Dawn Stokes, Andrew Kyres,
Laura Sauerman, Carol Drasga, Zack Bryan and Scott Evorik.

Nays: None
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Motion passed 7-0.

. NEW BUSINESS

Permission to Tie into Utilities (Water) 4105 W. 1215t Ave. (This was approved at
the April 5, 2023, BOW'’s Meeting) - Terry Ciciora/Public Works Director

Valerie Dutton, 4105 W 121t Ave. was in attendance to request Permission to Tie
into Utilities (Water) at her residence.

Member Scott Evorik made a motion to approve the request for Permission to Tie
into Utilities (Water) at 4105 W. 1215t Ave., seconded by Member Zack Bryan.

Member Laura Sauerman clarified with Mrs. Dutton the request was for water only.
Mrs. Dutton confirmed she already received City Sewer through Hermit’s Lake HOA.

City Attorney David Nicholls wished to remind the petitioner that there is a 25%
addition to their sewer rate, as their residence is outside of Crown Point City Limits.
He reminded her this rate would pass to anyone who might inherit or purchase her
property in the future. He also stated she was legally obligated to make that a matter
of record and make the new owner aware. Mrs. Dutton confirmed she understood
the rate.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution No. 2023-05-09R — A Resolution to “Revise Res. 2020-06-10R” A Tax
Abatement for Lewis and Clark Enterprises, LLC at 401-411 E. Monitor St. (This is to
amend the Abatement period from 10 years to 6 years.)

Member Andrew Kyres made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2023-05-09R,
seconded by Member Chad Jeffries.

Member Scott Evorik inquired when Resolution No. 2020-06-10R was passed. It was
devised the Resolution was passed in 2020. The Tax Abatement was requested for
10 years and passed for 6 years. Resolution No. 2023-05-09R was being
implemented to clean up a clerical error in the original amendment to the Tax
Abatement.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

Resolution No. 2023-05-10R — A Resolution Approving or Denying a Special Use at
1680 E. Porter St. — Melissa Matlon, Petitioner/Porter Street Development LLC.,
Owner. (This received a 5-0 Favorable Recommendation from the BZA at the March
24, 2023 meeting.)

Planning Administrator Josh Watson read the staff report.

Melissa Matlon, 10012 Wysteria Ln., St. John, IN, was in attendance to request
Special Use at 1680 E. Porter St. She stated their facility was currently located in St.
John, which they have recently outgrown. She stated their cheerleading and
tumbling facility has been in operation for the last five years. She stated in their
search to find the perfect location, Crown Point proved to be a more centralized
location, as well as more family oriented.

Member Scott Evorik made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2023-05-10R,
seconded by Member Carol Drasga.
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